
So, you’re off to 

high school

Welcome ALA wolves!

Class of 2023!



hello!

Ms. Ochoa
School Counselor 

Email: elizabeth.ochoa@sausd.us
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What do i need to know? 

● Semesters, Credits and Passing Grades

● Graduation Requirements 

● A-G/College Entrance Requirements 

● Early college/dual enrollment

● High School Activities 

● GPA
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High school fun facts

What are the names for each grade level? 

You will be graduating class of…?

What is the mascot of your high school? Your school colors?
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Junior High Vs. high school

✘ ALA Middle/Villa/Mendez             Quarter System = 9 

weeks

○ 4 quarters per school year; 7 classes

✘ High School              Semester system   = 19/20  weeks  

○ 2 semesters per school year; 7 classes

✘ FINALS!
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Junior High Vs. high school

✘ New schedules at the semester

✘ Most classes are year-long

✘ Schedule changes made by counselor 

✘ Cannot request certain teachers or periods to be 

with your friends 



What are credits?
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✘ Credits refer to the value you earn when you pass a 

class

✘ How many credits is 1 class worth? 

○ 1 semester class = 5 credits

○ 1 year long class = 10 credits



Credit Breakdown

2 semesters

Per school year

(Fall and Spring)

5 Credits 

earned per 

class, 

per semester

5 credits per

class X 7 classes 

= 

35 credits per 

semester
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✘ In order to earn credits, you must earn a “D” (60%-69%) or higher

✘ A letter grade of “F” (59% or lower) is not passing



How many credits do I earn for English 

9 (Freshman English - Fall and Spring) 

if I get a “B” both semesters?
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How many credits do i earn for 

English 9 if I get a “D” first 

semester and “F” second semester?
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Graduation requirements 

SAUSD
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History/

Social 

Science

English Math Science
World 

Language

Visual & 

Performing 

Arts

Electives PE Total

3 yrs/30 

credits

4 yrs/40 

credits

3 yrs/30 

credits

2 yrs/20 

credits

2 yrs/20 

credits

1 yr/10 

credits

50 

credits

2 

yrs/20 

credits

220 

Credits



What if I want to go to college? 
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✘ Must complete “A - G” requirements with a 

“C” or better (very similar to graduation 

requirements!)



“A - G” Requirements
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A.history/Social 

Science: 2 years 

required

✘ World 

History

✘ US History

B. English: 4 Yrs 

required

✘ English 9, 

10, 11 and 12

C. Math: 3 Yrs 

required, 4 yrs 

recommended

✘ Algebra I

✘ Geometry

✘ Algebra II

D. lab Science: 2 

Yrs required, 3 

yrs recommended

✘ Biology

✘ Chemistry

E. World language: 2 

Yrs required, 3 yrs 

recommended

✘ Must be same 

language for 

2 yrs

F. Visual & 

Performing arts: 

1 year required

✘ 3D Design

✘ Art 

G. Electives: 1 

year required

✘ AVID

✘ Psychology

✘ Counseling



Early College/Dual Enrollment
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✘ ALA has a partnership with Santa Ana College (SAC) to offer an opportunity 

for students to receive college credits while completing high school courses

✘ Courses are offered here at ALA!!! After school!

✘ Enrollment in these programs are done at the beginning of the school year

✘ Courses through SAC include:

○ Psychology 100 (1 semester, 10 Units/credits - Area G: Elective)

○ Counseling 100 (1 semester, 5 units/credits - Area G: Elective)

○ Counseling 121 (1 semester, 3 units/credits - Area G: Elective)

○ Art 100 (1 semester, 10 units/credits - Area F: Visual & Performing Arts)

■ Equivalent to 1 year of high school VAPA credit

○ Spanish 101 (1 semester, 20 units/credits - Area E: World Language)

■ Equivalent to 2 years of high school world language credit

○ Spanish 102 (1 semester, 10 units/credits - Area E: World Language)

■ Equivalent to 3rd year of high school world language



What if I fail a class?
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✘ If you fail a graduation requirement, you MUST 

repeat it in either: 

○ Summer School OR

○ Repeat during next school year

✘ If you fail an “elective” class, you can: 

○ Repeat the same course OR

○ Make up the credits with a different class

NOTE: TO MAINTAIN A-G ELIGIBILITY, MUST PASS 

CLASSES WITH “C” OR BETTER



Typical 9th grade schedule
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✘ English 9

✘ Algebra I

✘ geography

✘ Biology

✘ Elective (Studio art, art 100)

✘ PE

✘ PBL

✘ Spanish 101 (**College course, after school**)



What do colleges look for?
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✘ Test scores (SAT or ACT)

✘ Clubs, Activites, volunteer work, pbl

✘ Essay responses

✘ Type of classes you take 

✘ GPA!!!



GPA
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✘ Many uses 

○ College acceptance (minimum 3.0 GPA)

○ Scholarships (varying requirements)

Because it’s made up of all your grades, your GPA is one 

of the most important factors for college admission!



How do i calculate my GPA?
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✘ Your letter grade 

corresponds to a point 

value

✘ Add up these point 

values for all of your 

classes 

✘ Divide by the total 

number of classes

Grade GPA

A 4.0

B 3.0

C 2.0

D 1.0

F 0.0
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Stay 

connected 

and 

informed! 

✘ Make an appointment with your school 

counselor, ms. Ochoa

✘ Visit counseling website!! 

○ https://www.sausd.us/advancedlearning



thanks!

Any questions?

Ms. Ochoa, School Counselor 
Email: elizabeth.ochoa@sausd.us
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